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Disaster in Nyapea
     The rainy season has 
begun in earnest.  There 
was a short, heavy rain 
at 7:30 pm on Thursday 
March 6.  Strong winds 
brought the storm and 
moved it onto its next 
destination.  Before it 
left, the storm and its 
winds removed the roof 
from the main building 
at Nyapea Holy Family 
Hospital in Nebbi District 
leaving patients and their families frightened, 
wet, and shelter less.  
     To fully understand the magnitude of this 
disaster, it is helpful to review a bit of history.  
Nyapea Hospital was originally established by 
Italian missionaries in the mid 1900’s.  At the 
time of my first visit to Nyapea in 2000, the 
Italians had pulled out and the hospital was 
about to close it doors due to financial pres-
sures.  The hospital was regarded by the gov-
ernment as a “mission hospital” and thus pro-
vided no financial, personnel, or material sup-
port.  Although the foundation for this main 
building was laid 17 years ago, it was only 
completed and opened in 2004.  The hospital 
compound contains several smaller buildings 
used for housing pediatric, maternity, and 
those in need of isolation (e.g. TB patients).  
Nebbi District has 3 hospitals to serve its popu-
lation of 480,000.  Nyapea is responsible for 
the care of 150,000 Ugandans. In reality it also 
provides care to another 50,000 Congolese who 
stream across the border for health care.  
Thus, this 150 bed hospital serves over 200,000 
people.  
     Losing the roof of the main building has 
meant that 125 patients and their attendants 
(relatives who cook, clean, and care for the 

patients) are displaced.  In 
total about 250 people are 
now living in the hospital 
isolation ward, maternity 
ward, pediatric ward; ar-
eas designed to hold 50.  
Even the board room and 
storage room have been 
called into service!  Pa-
tients and their attendants 
are sleeping on the floor in 
whatever crowded space 
they can find. Because of 

the hilly terrain, it is not even possible to place 
temporary tents to ease the crowding.
    Nyapea Hospital needs help urgently to begin 
the task of rebuilding.  The government and 
Catholic charities (e.g. Caritas) are already 
overburdened with other needs.  Funds are 
needed for constructing a new roof and replac-
ing the items damaged (i.e. beds, mattresses, 
sheets, and blankets).  The total budget pro-
posed by the administration for this rebuilding 
is 70,000 US dollars.  We began praying together 
regularly for Nyapea Hospital in 2001.   God has 
done many amazing things to support this facil-
ity and the people it serves.  Please ask God to 
show you how to assist Nyapea Hospital either 
through prayer, telling others, or financial sup-
port.  If you or your family and friends would 
like to contribute to the reconstruction effort, 
you may send contributions to:
Christ Church 
5500 West 91st Street 
Overland Park, KS  66207
Please note on your donation:
Katie Rhoads ministry/Nyapea Hospital Fund

“Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave Him-
self for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.”
                                                Ephesians 5:2
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